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Brief description of the Spanish Customs Surveillance 
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Spanish Customs Surveillance & COPERNICUS 
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Satellite image and related value added products reinforce 

custom authorities’ capacity to maintain oversight of goods 

transported at sea, and particularly to detect and intervene 

when criminal activity is suspected. 

Spanish Customs Surveillance makes routine service 

requests to CMS for regular monitoring, but also activates 

short notice requests based on intelligence information.  

Spanish Customs usually use SAR products (because our 

operations are almost always at night) but sometimes we 

use optical products to locate targets in hard-to-reach ports. 
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Routine service requests:  

The intelligence areas of Spanish customs surveillance have designed several 

AOIs where any target of a certain size or that is carrying out a certain activity is 

likely to become suspected of drug trafficking by sea. 

 

Both the AOIs and the parameters searched for in them are highly confidential. 

Short notice requests: 
 

Spanish customs use this service for operations with intelligence information, usually 

to locate the target in order to facilitate its interception. 

 

The most important thing in this type of operations is the quick response of the 

COPERNICUS team. It would be helpful to us if the COPERNICUS team had a 24/7 

service. 

90 percent of our requests are SAR products. 
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Examples of Routine Service Request 
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Target location: 

The AOIs designed by the intelligence areas of the Spanish customs serve to 

locate targets susceptible to engage in drug trafficking. 
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Encounter between vessels 

Merchant ship within our AOI transmitting AIS signal 

next to a 15 meters length vessel with the AIS 

switched off.(Possible ship to ship transfer). 



18 

Combination of SAR Products with ABM alerts 
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Examples of Short Notice Request 
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 “COMPADRE” Operation.(May-2017)  

Joint operation by Customs Surveillance  and National Police. Customs Surveillance 

Special Operations vessel Petrel I proceeded to locate in international waters a fishing 

vessel suspected of carrying a significant amount of cocaine. Once located, a crew 

composed by agents of Customs Surveillance proceeded to search the fishing vessel 

“Aliprimera”, Venezuelan flag, seizing 2,264 kg cocaine and arrest the six crew 

members. It was then taken to the port in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
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Spanish Customs activates several short notice requests based on intelligence 

information  

The target was outside the AOI. For customs operations it is important to know 

that the target is outside the AOI as this reduces the time to search for the target. 
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“CANELAS” Operation(January 2018).  
Customs Surveillance officials, in a joint operation with National Police, intercepted in 

the Atlantic a fishing boat carrying 11.575 kg hashish. The vessel was boarded by 

patrol boat “Gerifalte”, about 130 miles southwest from Cadiz, in severe weather 

conditions, with waves up to 5 meters and strong winds. All 13 Moroccan 

crewmembers were arrested.  
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Operation “CANELAS”(January 2018). Spanish Customs activates short notice 

requests based on intelligence information in order to locate the target(only 16 hours in 

advance). The target was inside the AOI but the CPV had already located it by its own 

means and was on its way to intercept it. 
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MAY/2018 

Operation against drug trafficking by sea in the Canary Islands.  

Spanish Customs activates short notice requests based on intelligence information  

Two vessels were intercepted, with 600 kg of hashish and 87.000 euros in cash; three 

people arrested.  

The target was outside the AOI. For customs operations it is important to know that the 

target is outside the AOI as this reduces the time to search for the target. 



25 

                VDS user experience 
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 TEBRE OPERATION 
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 CAMOT OPERATION 

In adverse weather conditions the VDS has huge mistakes in the calculation of 

uncorrelated vessels lengths and gives false targets. 
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THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION 


